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‘Record As Air Fgrce Secre-
tary Cited B GOP
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: By HOWARD Nowfon
i [Washington, Bureou of The Sunl
. Washingtor, Féb. 10—The GOP
'today branded” “Senator Syhing-
‘ton, the - M;xssourl Democxatxc
Presidential = aspirént,” As the
“‘architect of the lost yeors” of

missj# development. ™"
Symington counterattacked
#th a charge that ‘the Republi-

‘catis are “distorting the hlsfpty of
the 1940’SA" i
SYmmgton was Secretaf'y of the!

Air Force inf the Iatter half of the! |

1940’s, "at- ' time when missile!
research was. all but abandoned.

For sometime he has been
leading, the Democratic party’s
assau]t on, the Admlmstratmn for:
or spend enougb to insure the
nation’s safety, *

‘Desperation Seen -
This” assaylt “was laboled by

FE B 1196¢

eight years including 1960 have.
spelt, or will spend, a total of,
$29,047,000,000 on missiles and
missile research, .
JInvited Examination

f  “Symington has selected mili-
tary matters ‘as the core .of his
floundering campaign for the
Democratic Presidential ‘nomina-
tion,” says. the Republican state-
ment.

“He thus inviled exammatlon
of his personal record of accom-
plishment in this field—in the years
in which he was Secretary of
the Air Force, or Assistant See-
retary of War for Air in the Tru-
man Administration.

“In ibe. years that he served
as the Truman Administration’§
civilipry alr éxpert,” the GOP*
decldyes, ¥ Symmgton presided
over;the ;“lost years’ in United
state§ ridsile develﬁpment
“gne Possxble Indlcatxon” .
“An exammatlon of those;
yeazs “the 'staterpent adds, ,
._gives one possible indication
why Symington is' feluctant to
enter Presidential ‘primaries and
thereby open up that. record for}
public exammatlon by hIS Senate
rjvals.” .

{ The Repubhcans also accuse
ymington of thréatening to dis:

the Republican atmnal Commit-!

tee foday as “a”horrifying ex-. |

ample of how

desperate he and’
other Senate

mocrats are be-:

to develop a 1060 igsue against
the Republican ‘Administration.” |

The GOP cgmunittee released’
figures showing that in the five|

years during . which. Symington!

was a c;ylhan official at the.
Pentagon ‘the Air Force, spending’.
on missile’ development totaled |
only $1,155, ,000,000.

It pomts out that these were
the years When the Russians were |
busy acquiritig their big head
start in the rocket field, 1947-1951.

The committee notes that, in
contrast with the Democratic rec-
ord of the late foyties, the Re-
publican Admxmstratlon, in the

lose “top-sécret” Central Intelli-
‘fence ,Agg_r{%y estimates

S.8.R., missis-StEHgh™ given

o him in closed Senafe Hearings.

Demonsfrates “Disdam”

And they declare that {he]
Democratic Jeadership should see
to it that he gets no. such in-
formation, if he is %omg ‘to t1e-at
it “*with such di§dain.’

Symington’ * demonstrafed s
“disdain’ ﬁ’his reply tu the GUP
blast.

“Distor{ing ﬁne hxstory of fhe
1940°'s,” - he  snapped, : ““Will not
close’ the ‘mjssile gap of the 1960’s,
nor strengthen our positiort at the
coming sumniit” conferencd.”

Digging int 'ﬂle newspaper files,
the , GOP . gleefully ~ quotes the
words of two ] i Symington’s Sen-
ate_ colleagud® “to back up its
charge that tﬁe Migsoiiti Senator
is the man: to bTame for the mis-
sile lag..

. It quotes Senator Johnson ‘M.,
Texas) as stating on July 12, 1950,
ithree onths. after Symington 1eft
the. Pe entagon, 'that “cfurmg,othls
same perm% from - 1948 to - the
present, 1he ir, Force, Sipposedly!

our first - ‘defense; has
steadily dq&ease “in “size and
eflectivengs§.”” =~ :
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